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Introduction

Welcome to TextBox, the word processor systent ishsimple to use and easy to afford. The TexiBox
perfect for students and professional users wha waon-portable text word processing system and d
not use graphics. It is ideal for users who maylotamiliar with computers and just want to gehsdext
work accomplished. Or the user may just be tirethefwhole virus thing and bloated software thetvs|
down on a whim. The Textbox does not require agrothmputer to work. If you want to print out your
work, you will have to add a printer print out your work on another computer.

Connectors
Options Slot Qptal Mouse SVGA Video  PS/2 Keyb oard
1 Optional SD Card
(not included)
—
-
Power Adapter Jack USB for Printer



Features

Starts Instantly. No bootup period.

Secure!_It is not capable e¥er getting a virus, spyware or trojan type programs..
No mysterious system slowdowns caused by bloatekighaund programs.

Very low power and very low heat. No fan is reqdir€otally silent.

Starts in a simple mode until you tell it to gcaivanced mode.

Does not run games or allow users to look at imtiegnaphics.

You can make it into a complete stand-alone systgmdding a laser printer. If you want to use the
advanced mode, you can also add a mouse for eaapamipulation. In the Advanced mode, you canestor
information on a SD card. If you ever need to,3mecard can be read on a PC or Apple computer.

A wall-mounted AC-type power moduigincluded. The module typically uses less than 5t¥uf power.

Minimum components (not supplied) you need to add to make complete a
system

Keyboard. Must be a PS/2. Any size or shape willSkeRequired Keyboard featurésr tips.
Display Monitor. Any standard PC type SVGA coloomitor.

Optional components you may desire

USB Laser Printer. A monochrome printer is recomaeeh See approved list of tested printers. If
you do not have a printer, you may save the filéh@enSD card and print it on another computer.
Mouse. We recommend a two-button one with a serbel. The mouse is not used in the simple
mode.

SD card, standard size. The SD card is not us#tkisimple mode.

SeeApproved List of Printerfor printers we have actually verified to work.

Which Mode to Use?

The Textbox will start-up in gery simple mode (until you change the startup optiémjhis simple mode,
the SD card and mouse are disabled. The avaitddNen simple files are saved in an internal flash
memory.

This simple mode is ideal for teaching

Students learn on a full size keyboard and a psadaal video display. Special “kids keyboards” are
also available from many sources .

Students can use a “timed” test to determine thpin.

Students are not wasting time by getting lost imperations system.

A special “practice mode” is built into the Advadceode so students can practice in Advanced Mode
without an actual SD card.

Instructor may have some excess PS/2 keyboardS¥@&d monitors that they can reuse on this
system.



This simple mode is ideal for seniors

It is simple enough that they do not need an ITadepent to keep it going.
If they have a sight problem, you can buy themybkard with large letters.

Either mode is good for legal work.

It is easy to do legal documents since they damatlve graphics.

Users can print out their work on a cheap monockertaser printer.

Document can be printed out with line numbers aatarally added.

Users can switch over to the advanced mode ansférathe simple files by using the scratchpad. The
Advanced mode can transfer the file to the SD cBing@. SD card can be read from any PC if it needs
special attention or storage.

A large scratchpad memory is available. It is sawnefthsh type memory so it contents remains intact
after power is removed. The scratchpad can beingb@ simple or advanced mode and it holds an
entire section of memory.

Simple Mode

When the system is started, asichpleis the default startup selected, the followingeseris displayed

BEm F2 F3 F4 F5 F6  F7

Spellcheck—

—_— 73— 45—+ 7R

The internal flash file “F1” is selected and loadei the working memory. The blue background shows
that no data has been entered. If you had alresely this file, it would have a small dot after fife
number, as does F2. This small dot means thistia btank file. This helps when you want to stamnesv
job and you forgot which file is available. Any #nyou change the file (F1-F10) the system saves the
currently selected file and opens the new filee8tahg the same file cause that file to be saveten
permanent flash memory. Some kid keyboards (likeQhrayola for instance) may not have Function
Keys but the Textbox will simulate the function kéf/you hold the Alt key down and momentarily ges
one of the number keys.



With the screen shown above, you can just stpihtyand it will show up on the blue background.

Power OFF and Sleep Mode

Pressing the “Power” or the “Sleep” key on thghaard will:

Mode POWER off key SLEEP off key
Simple mode Save F1-F10 to flash, Save F1-F10, reduce power 70% ,Touch
reduce power 99% any key tp wake up the system
Advanced Modg  Save SD file if possible, Save interna Save SD file if posslble, Keeps file open,
Power-Off flash file* Close open SD monitor > sleep
file, monitor > sleep, Power reduced 70%. Touch any key of
Power reduced 99%, needs Power key to mouse to wake up the system
turn the system back on

* This special internal flash file can be readloarcthe edit command and pasted.
Tip: If the word “edited” is not on thé®line from the top, the working file has been sairethe Flash.

If you need to remove the poweplug, do not remove it before saving your file! Pressimmthe Power or
Sleep keys will automatically do this save for you.




Simple Help AltH

If you need help, press Alt H and the help menupap up as follows:

The instructions in the large box are intendeda@érformedafter you leave this screen by pressing the
Esc key

If you are in the simple mode, ignore the occadiogference to the mouse, which is disabled insihgle
mode. If the date and time does not appear ongareen as shown above, it just means that theaimde
date in the Options menu have never been set. Buyet this later.

The tip varies each time you use Alt H. If you wamsee more tips in this screen, use the Pagendp a
Page Down key as suggested above.

If your help screen is vastly different from theoab screen, you were probably in the advanced mode
when you pressed the Alt H keys. It's help mentoially different from the simple help menu.



To test your typing speed WPM, start with a blaagg@and enter Alt T. this will start the timer.

Immediately start entering data. Each time youhieaminute mark, a small click can be heard. The re

status line will indicate the elapsed minutes oyme reach the first minute. When you have typedugho
wait until a click and then enter another Alt T .eTitesults will be displayed.

When the timing test is on, you cannot make coiwast This and paste operations are inhibited. Yée a
not too worried about some errors during the tiniegj because we can correct them later.

If you want to run another test, clear the entiee(by entering Alt Delete) and then restart thst twith
another Alt T.



Switching between Modes

You may switch between the Simple and Advanced mbgeholding down the Alt key and pressing the
TAB key. If you are in the advanced mode already you also have a file open, the system will agk tgo
save your document (on the SD card) before it algou to switch over to the simple mode. If youndd
have a SD card, you may save the file in the sepatd memory and then close the file without saiting
The file will remain saved in the internal scrataiflash memory until you store something elséén t

scratchpad.

Advanced Mode

File Commands
Advanced Mode start screen

If you have a mouse installed, move it until a Blearsor displays on the screen. When you place the
mouse over th€&ile box and wait a second you will get a yellow hthbver message”. This message will
give you more details of what will happen when yieft-click in a specific location. It is a quicktle help
message.



Same screen with mouse placed over the File box

A few things you might have noticed:
- The mouse block cursor turns the color red whénater an active mouse selection item.
Hovering over this spot will usually produce a Hipellow text) after a second.
If a mouse is activate and installed, you may semase symbol in important areas (such as above jus
to the left of the letters WP).
You do nothaveto wait for the hint message to left-click on thex.

As you may observe, to proceed further you mushaptle. If you do not have a mouse, enter anFAlf
you have a mouse, you may left-click your mousdenvhovering over th&ile box. If the mouse cursor is
white, it means you must first click on the itemstddect it (and make the mouse green) and thek afjain
to execute it.
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Alt F Screen

You may highlight what you want to do next with tlyg and down arrows. If an item is available for
execution, it will be extra bright and will haveggeeentriangle arrow in front of it. If it is not prestyn
available, it will be dim and when selected wilivkaared triangle arrow in front of it. If a row has three
dots at the end, it just means that the item wha'immediately executed when selected and thatwibu
have another choice (and screen) before the sdlacten occurs. If you have a mouse, you can silec
with a left-click. Without a mouse, you may execatcommand by pressing theterkey.

If you hold down the shift key when choosing theaw item, a list containing more details abouhefide
will be displayed but the list will take longer dasplay.
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Open SD File by using the Enter key (always resnlfsll details mode)

File names are normal DOS style 1-8 character nardef and a 3-character extension which is usually
htm. When you create a new file, you are givenogmgortunity to enter a 30-character note that iyay
use as a more practical second title. The Lastemrinformation is the date and time the file wasated
(assuming the clock/calendar was set up properrvthe item was created or modified). The sizkés
number of data characters in the file includingl2 &tml character header. If the size ends with"a “
symbol, it means this is the size of the first mecbut this file contains more sections.

12



Pressing thenterkey with the above selection highlighted on thastigular SD would display the file
depicted below. You are looking at the temporarynoey that has been loaded with the flash file fittun
SD card. You can modify this file and print it butvill not be safely stored back on the SD cartilyou
do another File operation to either Close thedil&ave it to the SD.

This document’s name (1-1.htm ) appears on thd time down. It contains 2104 characters which2%ol
of the memory in this section. The yellow blocktbe right side indicates the section (which is glsva
section 1 in a single-section document). The btigkdursor is at the home position (in front of khén the
word Mr.). The Raw HTML Data small box in the tdght corner gives a quick second view of what is in
the data buffer. You do not usually need to knoiw flut it can come in handy if you need to see the
invisible embedded html codes that are formattivegfile. The green code <br> seen above is the html
code for arenterkey. This box is usually blank unless there isdalén code coming up in the next 20 or
so characters but there is an option availableahkenit always visible.

13



If you attempt to execute tidew SD File.. item when there is no SD card installed, you sélé the
following
screen:

Entering a “P” key will force a document titled gatice.htm to be opened. When you are finished thigh
document and if you still do not have a SD cardj gan back it up permanently by pressing the pwifer
key. This will cause the file to be saved in thieinal “Power Off SD file flash memory. This filarc be
pasted back from the Edit screen later. The fiteai@s in this memory until you shut off the powga.

Page Setup (margins)

Pressing Alt F followed by selecting Page Setup &rfyins causes this page setup screen, Or clicking o
the ruler line while viewing your document will alget this screen

14



If you want to add page numbering, select the bottow (as shown) and select the second option by
pressing the tab key. The tab key will cause tleegidot to move to the on and will expand thealsst
follows

To print a document, you may select the Alt F mand the Print row or just press the PrintScreen key

Set up the print with rows 2 to 9 and start thetimg by pressing Print Screen again. The help noemthe
right side will tell you what your choices are feach selected row. For legal documents, you may tean
include Line Numbers.

15



When you are finished with a file, use the Closeetand in the File group.

If you modified the file since you opened it, tiaftasare will remind you to save the changed filélte SD
card. If you previously did a ‘Save SD file’ comnthor have not modified the file, it will not remirydu.
It is a good idea to save the file occasionallgase there is power failure.

16



You can delete a file from the SD card if you widit ever need it again. To delete a file, firsselany
open files and the use thde commands, select thgelete a SD File lineYou will be shown the listing of
the files on this SD card.

Select the file you want to delete and press thetBdey or Click on it. You will be asked to canfi that
you want to delete the file. Enter Y for yes ocklon Yes.

You may want to open a recent file. This optiothe File group presents the following screen:

The highlighted file is théast file you used. If you have been opening and clpsire same files, you will
see the same files listed more than once.

17



Edit Commands
You can enter the edit command directly by exegudin Alt E. You should see:

You can also enter an expanded Edit mode by setpatblock of data. When the block’s start and stop
point are set using the block commands (or mouaggiing), the following edit screen will automatigal

pop up:

As in most word processorsppywill copy the block to the scratchpad and leaedtiginal where it is
while cutwill copy the block to the scratchpad and remowedhl copy from where it was.

18



Insert Commands

The insert commands cause special formatting stimdpe inserted into the data memory. These dsnsis
of special Raw Html type codes which are stringsh@racters that begin with the'<’ character andl en
with the >’

character.

Most of these strings are self-explanat@ipckquotesre often used to separate a section of text fhem
rest of the text on the page. They are usuallyritetton both sides and are often used for dispdaging
guotations. Indenting is for just the left sidesérting arinsertRequired Page Breakauses an immediate
page break. Thimmsert New Page Numbestring will cause the next page number to jump specified
number. You may want to do this when you physicalbert a page and you need to allow the page-
number to increase. Justify on and efibedsa command to causes printing to justify its rigahd

margin. Usually the entire document is justifiechot so you can just ignore this command and tarthe
Right Justifiecbption in the print menu. With most of these insdrtommands, it is best to write your
document, then go back, and add these options.

19



View Commands

20



Options screen

Use the tab key to move the selections (green dots$e the mouse to click on the line you warndhange
The Background/Text Cologption allows you to have a black and white sciégou don't like the blue
and white option. Auto Sleep time is the amourtirog after no key entries when a blank screentvall
automatically started. Touching any key will wakep. Autosave is the amount elapsed time between
automatic saves of an open document to an intélersdl buffer (for backup). The bottom line is only
active in the Advanced mode. If you want to usesih&ple files (F1-F10) as extra paste scratchpddlew
in the Advanced mode, you may select that herdillTtoe files you would need to be in the simpi®de.
This might be handy if you want to put your addressome repetitive data in a simple file.

View or Adjust Clock/Date screen

21



The clock-calendar circuit is backed up by a sifgfR2032 type cheap 3V coin style battery that sthoul
last 3 years. The date is important because &isdalong with the date of any new or modified i

22



View at Scratchpad contents

This scratchpad window includes the html formatihgracters. If you want to know what the specific
codes mean, you will have to enter the Advancedenaodli look at its help menu.
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View at Envelope screen

The addresses were put here using the block compramsing a drag mouse in the advance mode

24



View at Spellchecks special user words screen

A user entered these values by using the “Add ¢o'siglictionary” option when a spell error occuatre
You can remove some or all of the words by follogvihe instructions on the bottom line. You may need
to add words because they are not included imidi@ flash dictionary. These are the words stantiith

a selected letter , ‘B’ in this case. Touch any f@yn a to z to see the words for the other letters

Insert screen

Inserting these commands causes special html ¢aodgssto appear in the document in the simple mode
you cannot see these codes but they are thereeanlisrin document formatting. In the Advanced mode
they are visible in the small (Raw HTML Data) boxthe upper right corner (when your cursor is
approaching one of them). They are also visiblenwiewing the Scratchpad with the View command.

25



Search
Search Screen

Alt S is the Search screen. If you are in the sampbde, the two option boxes are not shown.

[ ]) Block Commands

Users can mark blocks of data for moving, deletinghodifying. To mark the start of the block, mahe
cursor to the starting position and enter AltThen move the cursor to the end of the block anedrem
Alt ]. The Alt ] should trigger an Edit Screen.

If you have a mouse, you can do the same thingdoyimg the cursor mouse to the start of the bloak an
hold down the cursor left switch while you moveagly the mouse to the end point of the block and the
release the mouse switch. While dragging, the welip dragging... will appear.
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Help Advanced —General Alt H

Help Advanced — Ctrl (DOS) Quick codes

These are quick command codes that are compatitheD®@S / Windows. They are optional from the
standpoint there are other ways of doing the sametibns. Someone trying to learn DOS/Windows
commands while using the Textbox may want to usegh

commands.
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Help Advanced -Raw Definitions- Alt H
Here are the HTML codes you will see in the sdnasal and HTML box

The first row indicates that a html <br> stringais entry key. This is used a lot. These recogninetds
are only a subset of the full html codes. If yopart a document with other codes, they may notatper
correctly.
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File Sectioning

Entering Alt - (hyphen) or clicking on the redr-the center right margin will display the sectiogi
options which is an Advanced Mode feature onlcti®aing is only required if you run out of memary
a section but you can also use it to separate etsgmtc

Alt - Screen

For short files that are less than 10 pages intten@u may never need to use sectioning. It is not
something you have to decide on until you are érgetata and you are suddenly alerted to a shodfge
memory. If this happenshe program will prompt you if you need to add a setion. If you desire, you
can add a section at any time by using the Altmmand.

How sectioning works.

Sectioning is necessary because although thel&péin be as large as you wish the temporary wgrkin
memory in the Textbox is only 16,384 charactersize (not the millions of characters in most PAT).
you do not want to section a document, you coulderevery 10 pages a different file with a different
name. Sectioning makes it easier because the raygthe same, only the folder changes. The Textbox
knows the name is the same and allows you to s\w#clions with the single click of the mouse.
Furthermore, it will add up the pages in all setdiand display the section page and the documeet pa
This is why when there are multiple sections, theteo page schemes displayed. During print, afjgs
can print across section boundaries with a singié pommand.

29



Technical Explanation of how sectioning works

All of the short (single section) files on your $idia are contained in a single folder named [1”.
you create a second section to a file, it autoraliyigoes into a folder named “2”. A third sectigoes
into a folder named “3” and so on up to 17. Alltleése files have the same name. When you select
file to work on, the program always reverts to fingt folder and opens this file. The list of files
displayed in the File window all exists in tliist folder. Someof these files may be longer than one
section and those files will have another filehie t2” folder. You cannot see these extra filegtis
system but you have a hint that they exists becthese file names have a “+” sign at the end df the
length. If you move the SD card to another PC, wilusee these different folders as sub-directories
Because you may want to move a file to a PC, tkibtex system has axportcommand. What this
command does is take all of these files and adu together into a single large file in the root
directory of the SD card. This file will have thense name as the original sectioned file. The $il®o
large to load into the textbox memory but it carldseled into a PC’s memory. It will have a .htm
extension, which is an email type file.

If you want to load a large file from a PC into teetbox system, you must do the opposite of
exporting, i.e. import. This takes a single lariieeih the root directory and breaks it up intotgats
(folders). You can actually specify some optionstg the import that break the documents at page
breaks and include some extra space at the erathfsction.

If you want to re-section a document and not attwedport it, you can use thexportcommand
followed by anmport command to restructure a file into new sectiortt good page breaks and spar
room in each section. Merely export a file and timport the same file.

D
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Display Status

Page Numbers

The display at the top center of the screen indg#te page number of this section. For short deotsn
with one section, this is also the document pagéeke are multiple sections, the page numbetootifie
right side indicates the document page numbers.

Home and End

The Home box will be highlighted when the cursaatishe Home (topmost) position and the End
box is highlighted when the cursor is at the eadtflposition. You may click the mouse on the Hame
End displays to go to these positions.

Line and Column

Indicates the position of the cursor.

SD Card

The SD card must be formatted on a PC or purchaséHormatted” with a FAT format. A 64MB card
would actually hold thousands of letters. To viéw total usage of the SD card you are currentiygjsise
the Alt V and select “View SD Totals” and then mélse enter key..

Spellcheck @ ->

Clicking on this box will cause a spellcheck of Heetion starting at the cursor. In spellcheckhesard is
compared with a master list of words containedaihternal flash memory. If the word is not iisthist
the Textbox will check a smaller users dictionafyords that is contained in the internal memofyhé
word is not here either, it is flagged as a edhen informed of the error, you may add the worth®
smaller dictionary by using the “Add to user’s @iaary” button. If you choose tignore a spelling error,
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there is also a list of “Ignored Words” that witep you from getting the same error in this seskid
will not be added to the special User’s Dictionarie ignored list remains until you close the éleask it
to be cleared when you do the “View... Ignored Wdaseration shown above..

Required Keyboard features

The keyboard must be a ps/2 type interface. Yonaldave to have Function keys but if you do have
them you can use them. Without Function keys, yay simulate them by holding down the Alt key and
momentarily pressing a number key ( 12,3...0) . ¥tso do not need a Windows key but if you have one
it isn’t used. Also the shiftand caps lock indigaton the keyboard are not used but the messagadCkp

or Numlock will be displayed on the video screerewlthey are on.

List of Approved Printers

While any printer may work, we have only tested.oki¢hichever printer you choose it must have huilt-
fonts and are BISB printer. A monochrome laser is recommended and some arkalaleafor around
$100.

We tested the Brother HL-2070N printer and foural iery good inexpensive laser printer that works
great. It will even take legal paper

Printers that are know to not work are

The Brother HL-2040 will not work. It usesftfonts only, which the Textbox does not support.
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